
BEK Communications 
200 E Broadway  

Steele, North Dakota 58482 
         701-475-1220 

 
            September 17, 2019 

 
Via ECFS 
 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 
445 12th Street, SW  
Washington, DC 20554 
 
Re: WC Docket Nos. 19-126, 10-90  
 BEK Communications  
 Notice of Ex Parte  
 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On September 16, 2019, Derrick Bulawa of BEK Communications (“BEK” or the 
“Company”) met with Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) Chairman Ajit Pai and 
Preston Wise of the Office of Chairman Ajit Pai, in conjunction with Chairman Pai’s roundtable 
discussion in Bismarck, North Dakota, hosted by Senator John Hoeven. 

 
During the meeting, BEK discussed its proposed modifications to the performance tiers, 

latency and weights published in the FCC’s July 11, 2019 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
(“NPRM”), wherein the FCC establishes the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (“RDOF”).1 These 
proposed modifications are outlined in the attachment to this ex parte notice and would increase 
the point spread between the Gigabit tier and the Above Baseline tier (100/20 Mbps) in order to 
account for several performance and life-span factors such as technology longevity, ubiquity of 
service and service consistency.  

 
BEK appreciates the Commission’s consideration of this proposal and the time afforded for 

the discussions.  As explained further in the attachment, BEK’s proposal would advance 
Commission goals by increasing the point spread between the Gigabit tier and the Above Baseline 
tier to account for the true difference in quality and capacity between a fixed wireless system and a 
fiber optic system so that RDOF support may be distributed efficiently and effectively. Additional 
details regarding BEK’s proposal will be submitted in comments in the RDOF NPRM proceeding.   
  

                                              
1 See Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund and Connect America Fund, WC Docket 
No. 19-126 and 10-90, para. 47 (filed July 11, 2019) (“RDOF NPRM”). 



 
Please let me know if you have questions or would like to discuss further. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Derrick Bulawa 
 
Derrick Bulawa 
CEO and General Manager 
BEK Communications 

cc: Ajit Pai 
Preston Wise 

 
Attachment 
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